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The Constitutional Amendments of 2011 and their Impacts
on the Public Authorities in Jordan

Laith Kamal Nasrawin *

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at analyising the recent amendments to the Constitution of Jordan of 2011 with regard to
their nature and impact on the public authorities in Jordan. It aims at identifying the Constitutional
amendments relating to the Exeuctive authorities, the most important of which, redefining the case of
necessity to include certain limited situation which allow the Government to issue Provisional Laws. This
study also addressed the Constitutional amendments relating to Legislative power which include
establishing for the first time an Electoral Commission to oversee the conduct of elections, and providing
additional guarantees to the dissolution of Parliament that then Government has to render its resignation
within a week from the date of dissolution, and the abolition of the postponement of the general election.
This study has also shown the relevant constitutional amendments as for the judiciary, which aimed at
enhancing the independence of the judiciary through establishing a statutory Judicial Council, and a
Constitutional Court to scrutinize the constitutionality of laws and regulations. Although the recent
Constitutional amendments have sought to achieve a balance between the three authorities in Jordan, there
is still a manifestation of dominance by the Executive over the Legislative, which calls for further

amendments to the Constitution of Jordan in the future.
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